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ISOBEL JOY
TE AHO-WHITE

(Ngati Kahungunu ki te Wairoa, Kai Tahu)

“l am an artist, author and
musician who has illustrated
over 30 books for children.

My favourite subject matter is
parakau Maori and | often
incorporate kowhaiwhai and
native plantlife into my work.”

1.She likes t0 work curled up

under g blanket; i helps her
focus.

<. Her random talent ig warbling.

3. APt clags wag her favourit
of schoo].

4. *Kiki's Delivery Service’ is her
favourite movie,

0. Her favourite childhood Dooks
were: ‘Funnybones’,

‘Goosebumps’ and ‘The Famog
Five’

¢ part

Find out more at: izzyjoyart.com

IHllustrator

Books illustrated by Isobel:
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Isobel iIs most interested in
fables, fairytales, folk tales,
plrakau, and ancient forms
of wisdom passed through
generations by way of
storytelling. Her work
reflects this and incorporates
symbolism that creates an
additional layer of meaning.
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JAMES
RUSSELL

Author & Publisher

“Reading rules! Reading an
amazing book fills my cup
like nothing else can.
When | write, | imagine myself
as a camera because readers
form a picture In their head.”

L. When Working ag g chef, he came

ACTO8S & potato the gizg of & rugby
ball. He roagsteq 1t 1or & couple of

hours ang served it to g
Customer!

<. His favourite word i ‘Squeegee
5. The fipgt toncert he went to was

Bobby Brown, [e 8ays it wag
terriblel

James Is a bestselling children’s
writer and has won multiple
awards including the Storylines
Gaelyn Gordon Award,
Storylines Notable Book awards.
- . He has also been a finalist in the
5.5;;10%@;6 foliday spot in New Zealand Book Awards for
ng;sd%s i beach In Children & Young Adults,
Booklovers Awards, and the NZ
Booksellers Awards.

4.1f he wasn’t 8 writer ne would be
- alarmer

Find out more at: dragonbrothersbooks.com
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Author & Illlustrator

“The best thing about being
a writer and illustrator is
being able to do
what you love.

It's hard sometimes to stay
inspired and keep motivated. Vi

But getting your new book in
the post rocks!” i

L. He loveg being out in nature:
tramping, SWimming,
paddleboardmg, lnountainbiking. ..

. The fipat toncert he went to was
Pear] Jam

3. At sehool he ONCe dot hit in the
face by a baseball because he

4 ;{V?S?t V"aiching he game, Ned is a children’s author
5OH;ShaVOL;me ORI ‘espregso’ and illustrator known for
ini > ST been arty, and gy, hature-focused books that
daygi;l;ﬁiz@h;@gw blend science, art, and
114 8Ketching in hs - i i
maths book §1n his storytelling to inspire

youngd readers.

Find out more at: nedbarraud.com o MATLEY-OWEN 2025
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“lI love sharing stories that
inspire people. The word
‘iInspire’ means ‘breathe into.’
My hope for every book | make
Is that the story will breathe
life into whoever reads it
especially if they have lost
some hope.”

Five Fun Facts...
L. His favourpite Kiwi author ig
Joy Cowley,
~. His most Dlayed artist on
SPOLify ig Fat Freddy’s Drop.
3.If he wagn't g Writer he
would be g Thegtpa Director
4. His favourite food is seafood
0. At school, he would have |

been found playing sports op
the field st lunchtime

Find out more at: readingwarrior.com

DAVID
RILEY

Author & Publisher

David is a South Auckland
based teacher and
children's author. As well
as writing and publishing
Inspiring stories, he is
passionate about
encouraging young people
to share their own stories.
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MELINDA
SZYMANIK

Author

“I want readers to fall in love
with words and stories like |
did, so I'm always trying to
make words do gymnastics in
my books, so people can see
how cool they are and what
they are capable of.”

L. As & grown up, she learned Trigh
Dancing.

«.She uges em dashes, commag
parentheses and colons g lot to
Make really long sentenceg.

3. Her favourite snacks while Writing
are coffee, chocolate, roaste

As soon as she learned to read
Melinda became obsessed with

d : .

and fryit s, words and stories. Ever since, she

4. Least favourite gohoo] subject: PR has collected words, turning them
5.She loveg travelling the worl d: | into stories, books and poems.

“Specially to London and Nyq She i d | d
e Is a very good speller an

believes there is no such thing as

. reading too many books.
Find out more at:

melindaszymanik.blogspot.com T —
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SALLY
SUTTON

Author

“If | wasn’t a writer,
| would be bored,
lackadaisical, querulous,
dejected and woebegone,
and | would not own a
thesaurus.”
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Five Fun Facts,..

1. Her favourite teachers wepe
the ones who read storieg to

 theclass

<. Her favourite wopd is

- “discombobulagion’
5.3(\)]1;@11 Writing she tends to 156 c ol _ | b )

Many exclamation ally writes picture books,
| Tarks!illl junior fiction and school
4.5he loves learning languages. productions for Hi Ha.
. Sowtimes she is up ang
WITDgG at 4.00 g.m. She loves to rhyme...

All the time...
With everyone...
It's just so fun!

Find out more at: sallysutton.co.nz
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MARIA
GILL

Author

“The best thing about
being a writer is taking a
creative idea and turning it
iInto a book. | love writing
true stories that will inspire
children to care for our
environment or be the best

they can be. e

l.Ip her teens. ghe competed in ice
figure skating,
=.If she wagn’t g WTIter, she woyld

be a journaligt Or photogpaphen | N .
5. Her family travelled around N

=

30 COURAGEOUS ANZACSs O I . 18

Australia in a carayay Maria writes exciting stories
4, PSG}Z Ii?yes %—,ep bike every day ang " atbout rezl people, aglim?ls,
re Istory, and science. She loves
Waé(e’s damgg@mijri%eﬁiiiey visiti)r:,g schools to talk about
In France, writing and research. Her
B. é\; fsehogl, 8he was most likely 1 booksghelp kids discover
ound in the i [
e, and cool adventures from New

Zealand and around the world.
Find out more at: mariagill.co.nz E—
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Author

Vanessa was a day-
dreaming child whose
nose was permanently
stuck in a book. Now,

she works as a primary
school librarian and
enjoys writing books as
much as she enjoys
reading them.

1. Her favourite word ig
‘oubliette’

%.8he won her SChool’s Yegr 11
Speech competition.

z.fq{zr lavourite movie iq “All books have magic
The Princesg Bride’ In them... it’s the
4.8he only passed Year 19 magic of imagination.
lfgljths by begging her teacher It’s woven into the
OIe extra, point, story by the author

0. Her favourite native NZ bird i

the pakeko, and is multiplied by

the reader.”
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